Guide to tonight’s handouts


This handout. Information about the upcoming test. 


[On the back:] “Test notes”, general information about tests. 


[Attached:] Test #1 from a previous class, as a sample test. The main purpose is to give you an idea what an X11 test is like. It also gives you a few more practice problems. An answer key is at the web site -- along with the later sample tests and their keys. (Extent of coverage may vary from year to year.) (I don’t plan to go over the sample test in class unless there are questions.) (I strongly discourage you from reading the answer key until you have worked on the problems yourself. You learn by doing, not by watching.)


Ch 6. Regular Ch handout. 2 worksheets are attached to it.


Dimensional analysis. An optional self-help worksheet, written for another course. It contains problems at various levels of difficulty, with answers. Some may find this helpful as extra practice. (This handout, and some other similar ones that I have written, are also available from the “Chemistry practice problems” page at my web site.)





 


Test 1, class 5 (3/2), 2nd hour. It should cover through part of Ch 6. (Test coverage will be adjusted, depending on how far we actually get in class 4. I will post the actual cutoff on the Updates page.) Coverage of Ch 6 on Test 1 will be light, consistent with class emphasis. The test will include some problems where you are asked to apply dimensional analysis.





Bring to the test: a (scientific) calculator, the class periodic table (PT) handout, and your note page. You may use one page (one side) of notes. Except for the PT, all notes must be in your own handwriting. Students often tell me that the most useful part of the notes is the thought that goes into organizing them. Some students include outlines, to help them organize the material. (A somewhat longer discussion of the note page is at the web site.)





Questions??? I will “guarantee” phone availability 7-9 pm on the Wednesday evening before the test. It’s ok to call at other times; leave a message with your number and a good time to call. I will check my e-mail Thursday morning, probably before 8 am. Also, remember that I am available from about 6:00 in the classroom.





 


Test follow-up





This is a good time for you to reflect on how you are doing, and why. Different people take the course with different goals, and that is entirely up to you. If you are not happy with your accomplishments so far, you probably should step up your homework. One suggestion is that you turn in homework on a regular basis. This may encourage you to become more regular in doing it, and it will give you some regular feedback. I am happy to discuss your status with you privately.





If you are tempted to leave the course after the first test, I strongly encourage you to talk with me first. My experience is that most people who have this urge are actually doing reasonably, but are being very hard on themselves (especially if they have trouble with the quantitative material). Let’s discuss.
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